PART v:  1771-5
gate, and brushing in between me and Madame de Boufflers,
seized her hand, and conducted her to her coach. His dress
was a rusty brown morning suit, a pair of old shoes by way
of slippers, a little shrivelled wig sticking on top of his head,
and the sleeves of his shirt and the knees of his breeches hang-
ing loose. A considerable crowd of people gathered round,
and were not a little struck by this singular appearance.'
He spoke Latin with wonderful fluency and elegance.
When Pere Boscovich [the mathematician and philosopher]
was in England, Johnson dined in company .with him at Sir
Joshua Reynolds's, and at Dr Douglas's, now Bishop of
Salisbury. Upon both occasions that celebrated foreigner ex-
pressed his astonishment at Johnson's Latin conversation.
In the course of this year Dr Burney informs me, that lie
very frequently met Dr Johnson at Mr Thrale's, at Streat-
ham, where they had many long conversations, often sitting
up as long as the fire and candles lasted, and much longer
thanthe patience of the servants subsisted.'
A few of Johnson's sayings, which that gentleman recol-
lects, shall here be inserted.
'I never take a nap after dinner but when I have had a
bad night, and then the nap takes me.'
The writer of an epitaph should not be considered as
saying nothing but what is strictly true. Allowance must be
made for some degree of exaggerated praise. In lapidary in-
scriptions a man is not upon oath.'
There is now less flogging in our great schools than for-
merly, but then less is learned there; so that what the boys
get at one end, they lose at the other.'
'After having talked slightingly of musick, he was ob-
served to listen very attentively while Miss Thrale played on
the harpsichord, and with eagerness he called to her, "Why
don't you dash away like Burney?" Dr Burney upon this said
to him, "I believe, Sir, we shall make a musician of you at
last." Johnson with candid complacency replied, "Sir, I shall
be glad to have a new sense given to me." '
'He had come down one morning to the breakfast-room,
and been a considerable time by himself before any body ap-